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The “Coalition for Concussion Treatment” 
(#C4CT) Concussion Awareness Summit, 

featured as part of the two-day Brewer Sports 
Symposium including the 3rd Annual Sports 
Law for Rookies & Veterans CLE, will focus on 

scientific medical, translational and 
prevention related topics as they pertain to 
the emerging societal problem of Traumatic 

Brain Injuries (TBI), particularly on their 
long-term impacts on athletes. All panels will 
include industry experts, leading scientists 
and neurologists and international business 
leaders joined by current and former profes-

sional athletes. 

*Accurate at time of print

#C4CT was created behind the concept of 
establishing a viral campaign through twitter 
and various social media outlets to help ignite 
awareness of the severity of concussions as 
well as enhance treatment efforts using the 

hashtag #C4CT in effort to bring 
much-needed awareness regarding 

concussions and their damaging affects to the 
public. 

[a movement seeking to raise awareness of 
new treatments in development for concus-

sions and nervous-system disorders]



Jack Brewer
Founder & CEO of The Brewer Group
Former NFL Safety

Welcome

Janet Carbary
Chief Financial Officer
One Mind for Research

Gerald Commissiong
President/CEO
Amarantus BioScience

“Traumatic Brain Injuries and their ef-
fects on amateur and professional foot-
ball players are emerging as a rallying 

“As an ex-NFL player, I personally have 
experienced hundreds of violent colli-
sions throughout my career and have 
several teammates and friends who 

suffer the lasting effects of Traumatic Brain Injury. This is a 
passion of mine and BSI is committed to helping advance TBI 
research and development. By providing educational opportu-
nities such as the #C4CT Conference, it is our goal to enable 
those directly impacted to make informed decisions as well 
as provide tangible investment opportunities surrounding the 
advancement of research and treatment methods for concus-
sions.” 

point to better understand the brain and how we can improve 
currently available methods to treat it. We are proud to be 
among the first to unite the groups directly affected by these 
issues, including current and former professional athletes, with 
the scientists, physicians and entrepreneurs that will ultimate-
ly lead the way in developing solutions to these devastating 
problems.”

ONE MIND™ is an independent, non-partisan, non-prof-
it organization dedicated to curing the diseases of the 

brain and eliminating the stigma and discrimination 
associated with mental illness and brain injuries. 

ONE MIND™ sponsors groundbreaking new research 
and creates portals to shared scientific data, leading to 
improved diagnostics, more effective treatment, and, 

ultimately, cures for all types of mental illness and brain 
injury. For more information, visit:

 www.1mind4research.org  



Bruce Lyeth, Ph.D
Professor of Neurological Science, UC Davis

Dr. Robert Cantu
M.A., M.D., F.A.C.S., F.A.A.N.S., F.I.C.S., F.A.c.S.M.

opening Keynote

Dr. Bruce Lyeth received his Ph.D. in Biological Psychol-
ogy from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1986. He 
received postdoctoral training at the prestigious brain 
injury laboratories at the Medical College of Virginia 

and was subsequently retained as a faculty member in Neurosurgery at MCV. Dr. 
Lyeth was recruited to the Department of Neurosurgery at the University of Califor-
nia, Davis in 1998 where he now resides as a full professor. He has published over 110 
peer-reviewed scientific articles and serves on the editorial board of the Journal of 
Neurotrauma and the Chinese Journal of Trauma.  He referees manuscripts from over 
20 different journals and serves on several grant review panels including NIH and the 
VA. He was elected President of the National Neurotrauma Society (2006-2007). Dr. 
Lyeth’s research career focuses traumatic brain injury. His laboratory uses a variety of 
pharmacological, behavioral, and neuroanatomical methods to investigate the mech-
anisms mediating traumatic brain injury pathology. The ultimate goal of his research 
program is to develop novel clinical therapeutic strategies targeted at reducing the 
debilitating consequences of traumatic brain injury in patients. Pre-clinical testing of 
novel therapeutic strategies and compounds are routinely performed in his labora-
tory. Previous efforts have led to clinical trials evaluating hypothermia and glutamate 
receptor antagonists as therapeutic interventions for traumatic brain injury patients.
Dr. Lyeth’s current studies are investigating novel interventions to combat glutamate 
excitotoxicity and investigating the interactions between neuron and glia cells during 
secondary pathological cascades following central nervous system injury. He has 
recently developed a rat model of repeated, mild TBI (concussion). 

Currently Dr. Cantu’s professional responsibilities 
include those of  Clinical Professor Department of 
Neurosurgery and Co-Director Center for the Study 
of Traumatic Encephalopathy, Boston University 

Currently Dr. Cantu’s professional responsibilities include those of  Clinical Professor 
Department of Neurosurgery and Co-Director Center for the Study of Traumatic En-
cephalopathy, Boston University School of Medicine, Boston, MA; Founding member 
and Chairman Medical Advisory Board Sports Legacy Institute, Waltham, MA; Adjunct 
Professor Exercise and Sport Science and Medical Director National Center for Cata-
strophic Sports Injury Research, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC; Co-Di-
rector, Neurologic Sports Injury Center, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Adjunct Staff 
Department Neurosurgery and Senior Advisor Brain Injury Center Children’s Hospital 
Boston, Boston, MA; Boston, Chief of Neurosurgery Service, Chairman Department of 
Surgery, and Director of Sports Medicine at Emerson Hospital in Concord, Massachu-
setts, Neurosurgical Consultant Boston Eagles football team. He has authored over 
378 scientific publications, including 31 books on neurology and sports medicine, in 
addition to numerous book chapters, peer-reviewed papers, abstracts and free com-
munications, and educational videos. He has served as associate editor of Medicine 
and Science in Sports and Exercise and Exercise and Sports Science Review, and on 
the editorial board of The Physician and Sports Medicine, Clinical Journal of Sports 
Medicine, and Journal of Athletic Training. In 2003 Dr. Cantu became the section head 
for the Sports Medicine Section of Neurosurgery. In 2010, Dr. Cantu was appointed 
senior advisor to the NFL Head, Neck and Spine Committee. In this position Dr. Cantu 
provides advice and perspective to Committee co-chair H. Hunt Batier, MD, Michael 
J. Marchese Professor of Neurological Surgery and chair Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine Department of Neurological Surgery, and co-chair 
Richard G. Ellenbogen, MD, chair, department of Neurological Surgery, University of 
Washington School of Medicine. Dr. Cantu is a pioneer in the diagnosis and treatment 
of concussions. He is known worldwide for his work on catastrophic head and neck 
injuries and post-concussive syndrome. He was the first doctor to establish a grading 
scale (Grades 1-3) for concussions, based on symptoms at the time of injury. The Head, 
Neck and Spine Committee thrives to assist in strengthening the NFL’s leadership role 
in research, education, prevention, and treatment of head and spine injuries in sports. 
For many years, Dr. Cantu has been actively involved with the American College of 
Sports Medicine (ACSM), the oldest and largest sports medicine and exercise science 
organization in the world. As spokesperson for ACSM, he has participated in nation-
ally televised sports programs speaking on diverse sports issues and has appeared 
on “Larry King Live” discussing the Chris Benoit case in conjunction with Chris’ father 
Michael Benoit, “ESPN Outside the Lines” discussing the Chris Benoit case, Canadian 
Television also discussing the Chris Benoit case as well as other media avenues, “NFL 
Today” with Bryant Gumbel and Terry Bradshaw, discussing the effect of artificial turf 
on cervical spine injuries, and football injuries on CNBC’s “The Real Story”. He has 
been interviewed for World News Tonight with Peter Jennings, CBS Evening News 
with Katie Couric, Dan Rather, and NBC Evening News with Brian Williams regarding 

gender and concussion incidence. He has been a spokesperson for ACSM on NA-
SCAR deaths and safety issues surrounding NASCAR and has been interviewed for 
“World News Tonight” with Peter Jennings regarding NASCAR deaths and specifically 
Dale Earnhardt’s death as well as safety issues in auto racing. Dr. Cantu also appeared 
on “ABC World News Tonight” with Bob Jamison regarding the Korey Stringer death 
from heat stroke as well as WGBH Channel 2 in Boston, NPR radio interview, WEEI 
Boston radio interview and ESPN’s “Outside the Lines”, all discussing the issue of heat 
stroke. He has discussed the health issues of football players with Mary Carillo on 
HBOs Inside the NFL and has done an interview regarding sports related injuries in 
cheerleading on Inside the NFL. Dr. Cantu has also been interviewed by Bob Costas 
on HBOs Inside the NFL regarding Concussion in Professional Sports and was the key 
speaker on Designer Steroids for Comcast Cable Network. Dr. Cantu is currently serv-
ing as the Consultant for NOCSAE to the NFL Concussion Committee and Co-Chair-
man for the NASCAR Safety Task Force with ACSM. Dr. Cantu has done safety 
presentations for drivers and teams of CART as well as NASCAR. Dr. Cantu has been 
interviewed by ESPN Outside the Lines Tom Friend regarding Baby Joe Mesi and his 
return to boxing after a controversial subdural hematoma. Dr. Cantu continues to be 
an outspoken advocate for the sport of boxing and continues to advocate for the safe-
ty of that sport and its participants. Recently Dr. Cantu has done several interviews 
on Concussion in the NFL with ESPN, HBO and the Boston area news channels. Dr. 
Cantu has recently been involved with the NFL meeting in NYC regarding concussions 
and guidelines for concussions with Roger Goodell



Jay Clugston, M.D.
Team Physician, 
University of Florida athletic association

Dr. Clugston is an Assistant Professor with the 
University of Florida College of Medicine, in the 
Department of Community Health & Family Medicine.  
He has served as a Gator Team Physician since 2004 

Donald Dengel, ph.d.
Associate Professor school of kinesiology
University of Minnesota

Ron Hayes, Ph.D.
Founder/President
Banyan Biomarkers

Ronald L. Hayes, Ph.D. is a co-founder of Banyan 
Biomarkers, Inc. He is Director of Banyan’s Clinical 
Programs and Banyan Laboratories. Previously he 
was Director of the University of Florida’s Center for 

Donald Dengal, Ph.D.. is the associate professor of ex-
ercise physiology at the University of Minnesota. The 
focus of his research revolves around the metabolic 
syndrome and lifestyle modification as a treatment of 

this metabolic condition. Initial studies examined the effects of weight loss and phys-
ical activity on carbohydrate metabolism and older, obese hypertensive individuals. 
Recently, his research has focused on the metabolic syndrome in overweight children 
and adolescents. Although the metabolic syndrome is thought to be due to the devel-
opment of obesity that occurs during aging, an increasing number of obese children 
have been discovered that are displaying similar characteristics of this disease. He is 
currently focused on conducting a series of studies that are examining blood vessel 
structure and function and the metabolic syndrome in overweight and obese children 
before and after lifestyle modifications such as: aerobic exercise training, weight loss 
and resistance training. 

and founded the UF Primary Care Sports Medicine Fellowship in 2006.  Dr. Clugston 
graduated with a BS in Chemistry from Davidson College, a MS in Agroforestry from 
the University of Florida and a MD from the University of Florida College of Medicine.  
His residency was in family medicine at Tallahassee (FL) Memorial Hospital and then 
he completed a primary care sports medicine fellowship at the South Bend-Notre 
Dame Sports Medicine Fellowship.  He is board certified in family medicine and holds 
a certificate of added qualification in sports medicine.  He currently serves on the 
Southeastern Conference Working Group on Concussion and is involved in several 
concussion-related research studies as principal investigator.  These projects range 
from blood biomarkers of concussion; rapid eye movement testing in the diagnosis of 
concussion; diffusion tensor imaging and functional magnetic resonance imaging be-
fore, during, and at the end of athletes’ college careers; and compilation of a databank 
of all concussion-related exams, testing, return to play information, and follow-up 
studies on consented UF athletes for use in future research projects.

Traumatic Brain Injury Studies which focused on laboratory studies of basic mecha-
nisms of traumatic brain injury and development of novel therapies to treat deficits 
following brain injury including disturbances in memory and attention. Dr. Hayes has 
more than 30 years of experience studying brain injury. He is past President of The 
National Neurotrauma Society, on the Scientific Advisory Boards of International 
Brain Injury Association and the International Neurotrauma Society. Dr. Hayes has 
published more than 300 peer reviewed papers and more than 50 book chapters. 
He has been continuously funded by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) for 
more than 30 years and is currently funded by both the NIH and the Department of 
Defense.

John Povlishock, PH.D
Professor & Chair
Virginia COmmonwealth University

Dr. John Povlishock is Chair of Anatomy and Neuro-
biology on the Medical College of Virginia Campus 
of Virginia Commonwealth University. He serves as 
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Neurotrauma, as well 

Dr. John Povlishock is Chair of Anatomy and Neurobiology on the Medical College of 
Virginia Campus of Virginia Commonwealth University. He serves as Editor-in-Chief 
of the Journal of Neurotrauma, as well as the Director of the Commonwealth Center 
for the Study of Brain Injury. His research focuses on traumatic brain injury, with 
emphasis on neuroprotection, targeting neuronal, axonal, and vascular change. His 
work has been reported in over 200 papers, reviews, books, and chapters which, to 
date, have been cited over 14,500 times. For his research accomplishments, he has 
received two Javits Neuroscience Investigator Awards from the National Institute 
of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, which also awarded him their Gold Medal for 
Brain Injury Research. He has also received the Caveness Award from the National 
Head Injury Foundation, the Brain Trauma Lecture Award from the Joint Congress of 
Neurological Surgery and the Bass Lecturer Award from the Society of Neurological 
Surgeons. In 2006, Dr. Povlishock was the recipient of the Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia’s Outstanding Scientist Award while in 2011, he was awarded a Doctor of Science 
Degree (honoris causa) from the University of Pécs in Hungary. He recently complet-
ed four years of service on the National Advisory Neurological Disorders and Stroke 
Council of the National Institutes of Health.



Adam J. Simon, PH.D
President/CEO 
Cerora Inc. 

John Commissiong, PH.d.
Cheif Scientific Officer
Amarantus Bioscience

Adam J. Simon, Ph.D., is the Founder of Cerora, 
Inc., and serves as its Chief Executive Officer. Dr. 
Simon is the founder and President of AJ Simon 
Enterprises, LLC. He spent more than 13 years at 

Merck Research Laboratories, where he served as a Senior Research Fellow in 
Integrative Systems Neuroscience and Biomarkers and in Alzheimer's disease 
research. He has also been a visiting scientist at Princeton University. He 
serves as Member of Advisory Board at Amarantus BioScience, Inc. Dr. Simon 
received Bachelor's degrees in Physics and Mathematics from the University 
of Rochester. He received a Doctorate in Physics from the University of Chica-
go. He holds four patents related to medical research, and has published more 
than 60 articles in scientific and medical journals.

Panel 1: Scientists

Team Physician, 
University of Florida athletic association

Jay Clugston, M.D.

John Povlishock, P.HD.
Professor & Chair
Virginia COmmonwealth University

Kim Heidenreich, PH.D.
Professor of Pharmacology
University of Denver

Moderator:
Gerald Commissiong

Dr. Commissiong has served as the Chief Scientific 
Officer and a Director of Amarantus since co-founding 
the company in 2008. Prior to Amarantus, Dr. Commis-
siong served as the CSO of Neurotrophics, Inc. and  

Prescient Neuropharma, Inc.  Throughout his distinguished career, Dr. Commissiong 
has been focused on the discovery of novel neurotrophic factors for the treatment 
of neurodegenerative diseases as well as understanding the fundamental underlying 
biology of protoplasmic type-1 astrocytes that secrete neurotrophic factors. He was 
Chief of the Neural Transplantation Unit, NINDS-NIH, from 1989-94 where his research 
focused on identifying therapeutic approaches to spinal cord injury. Dr. Commissiong 
was Head of the Neurotrophic Factors Group, NINDS-NIH, from 1994-97 where he fo-
cused on developing technologies to systematically identify novel neurotrophic factors 
with applications for specific Central Nervous System disorders. He co-founded Pre-
scient Neuropharma in 1999, and discovered MANF in 2003. MANF is currently in pre-
clinical development for the treatment of Parkinson’s disease. The work pioneered by 
Dr. Commissiong has led to significant advancements in the field of astrocyte-neuron 
biology. Dr. Commissiong believes that a fundamental understanding of astrocyte-neu-
ron interactions in the Central Nervous System will lead to a new generation of thera-
pies to treat brain-related disorders. Dr. Commissiong did his Postdoctoral work in the 
Lab Preclin Pharmac, NIMH-NIH, concentrating on the application of quadrupole mass 
spectrometry in the analysis of neurotransmitters. He holds a Ph.D. in Neurophysiology 
from the University of Southampton, an M.Sc. in Biochemical Pharmacology from the 
University of Southampton, and a B.S. in Biology and Chemistry from the University of 
the West Indies.

Amarantus Bioscience



Kim A. Heidenreich, Ph.D.
Professor of Pharmacology, 
University of Denver

Gunnar Brolinson, D.O.
Associate Professor
Discipline Chair of Medicine

Equipment & Prevention

Treatment track

Dr. Kim Heidenreich’s current research is done in her 
laboratory at University of Colorado where she is a pro-
fessor of pharmacology. The lab uses 2 model systems 
to study neuronal cell death.  The in vitro model utilizes 

cultured neurons from newborn rat cerebellum.  These cultures consist of 95 % 
granule neurons (the most abundant neuron type in mammals), 3% Purkinje neurons, 
and a very small percentage of glial cells.  Granule neurons thrive in the presence of 
serum and the presence of depolarizing extracellular potassium. When this trophic 
support is removed, the granule neurons die by a classic intrinsic apoptotic cascade.  
Purkinje neurons also die when trophic support is removed, but they die by different 
mechanism that involves enhanced autophagy.  Thus, the cerebellar cultures allow for 
the investigation of factors that regulate both intrinsic apoptosis and autophagic cell 
death.  The second model system utilized by the lab is an in vivo lateral fluid percus-
sion model of experimental traumatic brain injury (TBI) in rats.  This model mimics 
many of the pathological features of human TBI and allows for the search of factors 
that may be useful in preventing the secondary phase of brain injury that follows TBI.

Dr. Brolinson is the Associate Dean for Clinical Research, 
Professor of Family and Sports Medicine and Discipline Chair 
for Sports Medicine at Edward Via Virginia College. He is also 
the Head Team Physician for Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, and the director of the Primary Care Sports 

Dr. Brolinson is the Associate Dean for Clinical Research, Professor of Family and Sports 
Medicine and Discipline Chair for Sports Medicine at Edward Via Virginia College. He is also the 
Head Team Physician for Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and the director of 
the Primary Care Sports Medicine Fellowship at Virginia Tech. Prior to coming to Virginia, he was 
the co-director of the Primary Care Sports Medicine Fellowship training program at The Toledo 
Hospital in Ohio. He is a volunteer physician for the United States Olympic Committee and 
team physician for the United States Ski Team. He was a head team physician for the Freestyle 
Ski Team at the 2006 Winter Olympic Games, and part of the medical staff for the 2010 Winter 
Olympic Games. He is former president of the American Osteopathic Academy of Sports Medi-
cine, and has served on the board of the American Medical Society for Sports Medicine and the 
Midwest Chapter of the American College of Sports Medicine. 
He is former section editor for Competitive Sports and Pain Management in the journal Current 
Sports Medicine Reports, and the lead author of the sports medicine chapter in the latest edition 
of Foundations for Osteopathic Medicine.

Patrick Bertagna
CEO & Founder 
GTX Corporation

Mr. Bertagna is the Chairman, President, CEO and 
founder of GTX Corp and co-inventor of its patent-
ed GPS Footwear technology and dozens of other 
patents in the GTX Corp IP portfolio. His career spans 

30+ years in building companies in technology and consumer branded industries. 
Since 2002 Mr. Bertagna has been responsible for overseeing all aspects of GTX 
Corp from its vision to commercialization to go to market strategies, funding and 
corporate governance of a public entity since 2008. Mr. Bertagna began his career in 
1983 importing apparel from Europe with sales exceeding $27 million, selling to U.S. 
retailers from JC Penny's to Neiman Marcus. From 1987 to 1993 he went on to manu-
facturing several lines of clothing, accessories and footwear in over 20 countries. In 
1993 Mr. Bertagna transitioned into the world of software technology and founded 
Barcode World, Inc. a supply chain management application company, enabling the 
accurate tracking of consumer products from design to retail distribution. Within four 
years the company had over 450 premier branded accounts with a staff of 40 plus in 
the U.S., Eastern Europe and India. After selling his company Mr. Bertagna then com-
bined his two past careers (consumer products and tracking technology) and founded 
GTX Corp in 2002.

The Toi Cook Management Group is a corporate sports 
marketer and branding expert with substantial 

experience with established and startup companies 
interested in penetrating the entertainment sector, 

sports leagues, player unions, and athlete management. 
The firm places a high premium on providing strategic 

advice and support, with a focus is on intellectual
 property, contract drafting and union and league
 negotiation, connecting high level contacts and 

strategic planning.



Banyan Biomarkers is a spin-out company from the 
University of Florida and is the leader in developing 

brain injury in vitro diagnostics. The Company is
 focused on developing a simple point-of-care blood 

test that will be used by physicians to detect the
 presence and severity of brain trauma and improve the 
medical management of head injured patients. To learn 

more about Banyan Biomarkers, Inc. visit 
www.banyanbio.com.  

Panel 2: Providers

Lee Hutton
Attorney
Zelle Hoffman

Financial Advisor
NFL Alum

Lance Johnstone

Executive VP 
The Brewer Group

NBA Alum

John Askew

Leigh Steinberg
CEO
Steinberg sports and Entertainment

Ramy Assaf
Senior VP 
Morgan Stanley

Moderator:
Steve Silton

Cozen O’Connor

Chris Ashton
Certified Athletic Trainer
University of Minnesota Football



Thomas Jones
Former NFL RUnning Back

Panel 3: Athletes

NFL Alum

Chuck Foreman

Larry Fitzgerald
Arizona Cardinals

NHL Player

Erik Westrum

Robert Griffith
NFL Alum

Rolf Benirschke
NFL Alum

Star running back in the NFL, TV show executive 
producer and burgeoning actor, Thomas Quinn Jones 
is a man on a mission and a story of success. In 2000, 
Jones was an NFL first-round draft pick for the Arizona 

Cardinals and over his twelve year pro career he also played for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, Chicago Bears, New York Jets, and Kansas City Chiefs. Jones is the only 
player in NFL history to earn 500+ rushing yards on five different NFL teams and one 
of only 26 running backs to be a member of the Elite 10K yard Rushing Club. Jones is 
recognized as a sure-fire NFL Hall of Fame candidate. After a highly successful career 
as a professional athlete, Jones set his sights on the world of film and television. In 
2012, he began executive producing and co-starring in a new TV series entitled, “The 
Lick”. In this urban TV series, Jones co-stars with Clifton Powell, Paul Campbell and 
Michael Blackson as dramatic stories unfold on the streets of Miami. Amidst numer-
ous savvy business deals, Jones recently launched a clothing line under his company 
Independently Major Entertainment, and currently is producing an NFL inspired 
documentary entitled MINDGAME, that emerges the complexity of athletic
determination, psyche, strengths and pitfalls. Transitioning from success on the
gridiron to success in-front of and behind the camera, Jones is poised to take the TV
and film world by storm. Jones’ magnetic personality has been evident since his 
youth. He was voted high school class president for three consecutive years at Powell 
Valley High School and known as a football star who led his team in back-to-back 
state championships in 1994 and 1995. Jones still holds the VHSL record for the most 
rushing yards in a single season (3314), and inducted into the Virginia High School 
League Hall of Fame. At the University of Virginia, Jones earned a B.A. in Psychology 
within three years and continued his senior year focused on a Masters in Education. 
Jones is a charitablealumnus, having established the Thomas Quinn Jones, I Aca-
demic Scholarship that has graduated 30 students from his alma mater including his 
two younger sisters. As a college senior, Jones was voted as a consensus first-team 
All-American by The Associated Press, Football News, the Football Writers Asso-
ciation of America, Walter Camp Foundation, and The Sporting News. Born in the 
coal mining town of Big Stone Gap, Virginia, Thomas and his six siblings were raised 
by their loving and hard-working parents. His mother Betty worked in the coal mines 
as the only African-American for 19 years and his father, Thomas worked as a news 
commentator at a local television station. Jones credits his parents, five sisters and 
brother Julius who played seven years in the NFL with instilling the
ambition and strong work ethic that has garnered him success throughout his career.
An all-encompassing view of his family life has been recorded by his parents’ memoirs
in their book ‘Blessings from the Dust’ (Amazon). From humble beginnings, Jones has 
worked his way to fame and fortune. With natural good looks, an athletic physique, 
and God-given talent, Jones is a top candidate for new leading male roles and in line 
to take on a new journey within the entertainment sector.



NFL Free Agent

Patrick Chukwurah

Sidney Rice
Seattle SeaHawks

John Conner III
Cincinnatti Bengals

Panel 3: Athletes

NFL Alum

Barret Green

Lance Kendricks
St. Louis Rams

Lance Johnstone
Financial Advisor 
NFL Alum

Moderator:
Toi Cook

NFL Alum
Amarantus Advisory Board
Toi Cook Management Group

NFL Alum

Kenderick allen



charitable organizations. Leigh has been awarded the "Keys to the City" of four cities: 
San Francisco, CA, Memphis, TN, Jacksonville, FL, Concord, CA, and Indianapolis, IN. 
In 1992, Steinberg helped lead a successful campaign to prevent the San Francisco 
Giants baseball club from relocating to Florida. For his efforts, then San Francisco 
Mayor Frank Jordan honored him by declaring "Leigh Steinberg Day" in the city of San 
Francisco. In 1994, then Oakland Mayor Elihu Harris utilized Steinberg as a consultant 
in his successful bid to prevent the Oakland Athletics baseball club from relocating 
to Sacramento or San Jose. Steinberg also served as Co-Chairman of the "Save 
the Rams" committee and he has been active in pursuits to attract a new football 
franchise to locate in Los Angeles. Leigh is also credited as the real life inspiration of 
the Cameron Crowe film "Jerry Maguire." His wealth of resources and experiences 
ensure he is frequently sought out to act as a consultant on a variety of entertain-
ment projects, most notably "For Love of the Game," "Any Given Sunday," as well as 
the TV series "Arliss." Leigh has been featured on national television programs such 
as "60 Minutes," "Larry King Live," "The Today Show," "Good Morning America," "CNN," 
"CNN World News," "Charlie Rose," Fox Business," "Fox News," "CBS Morning News," 
"Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous," "The Pat Sajak Show," "Morning Joe" on MSNBC, 
"The Leeza Gibbons Show," "Living Large," and "The Man Show." A host of magazines 
have covered him including Business Week, Sports Illustrated, ESPN The Magazine, 
People, Success, Forbes, Playboy, GQ, FHM, LA Times Sunday Magazine, Chicago 
Tribune Sunday Magazine, San Francisco Chronicle Magazine, United Airlines' Maga-
zine Hemispheres, Hawaiian Airlines' Magazine Hana Hou!, and US Airways Magazine. 
Leigh has supplied his expertise and colorful commentary on the business of sports 
and athletes for the "The Dan Patrick Show", "The Herd with Colin Cowherd", "The 
Jim Rome Show", "Mike and the Mad Dog," WFAN NY, "Coppock on Sports," "Ticket," 
"The Ticket," 710 ESPN, KFWB 980, and Fan590 Toronto. Throughout the 1990s he 
was often used as a guest host on "The Jim Rome Show." He has hosted talk radio 
shows on "Sportsbeat" on KCBS in San Francisco and on the "The Mighty 690" on 
XTRA in Los Angeles. Currently, Leigh contributes a weekly column to Forbes, The 
Huffington Post, and Daily Pilot, as well as occasionally contributing a guest column to 
The New York Times and Sporting News. Leigh's experience has made him a pre-
cious commodity for various magazines, penning articles like "The Future of Sports" 
for the Sports Business Journal, "Around the NFL in 80 Million Dollars" for Inside 
Sports magazine, and "The Future of Sport" for the Smithsonian Magazine. Leigh 
wrote a best-selling book in 1998, Winning with Integrity, providing readers insight on 
how to improve their life through non-confrontational negotiating. The majority of 
the proceeds raised on his 1999 book tour were donated to the Junior Achievement 
Educational Foundation. He has also penned the foreword in Pray Ball! The Spiritual 
Insights of a Jewish Sports Fan. Additionally, his autobiography is scheduled to be 
released in February 2014. An accomplished speaker, Steinberg has traveled the 
world addressing topics he is passionate about including sports and entertainment, 
ethics, leadership, negotiations, concussion prevention, environmental sustainability, 
and political and economic issues. He has spoken at over 75 college campuses, he has 
been the keynote speaker in multiple international conferences, and he remains the 
most sought after expert in the country for issues relating to the business of sports 
and concussion prevention and player advocacy.

Leigh Steinberg

Closing Keynote

Leigh Steinberg, the world's first "super agent," found-
ed his sports law practice in 1975 when he negotiated 
a then-record contract for the first overall pick in the 
NFL draft Steve Bartkowski, eclipsing the previous 
standard bearers in Joe Namath and O.J. Simpson. 

Since then, Leigh has solidified his name as one of the premiere player representa-
tives in all of sports, and specifically the NFL where he represented a record eight 
different number-one NFL draft picks, over 60 first round draft picks, and consis-
tently negotiated the largest contracts of the time. His past clients include NFL stars 
and hall of famers Troy Aikman, Steve Young, Warren Moon, Drew Bledsoe, Ben 
Roethlisberger, Thurman Thomas, Eric Dickerson, Derrick Thomas, Edgerrin James, 
Jevon Kearse, and Bruce Smith, boxing legends Lennox Lewis and Oscar De La Hoya, 
and a plethora of NBA, MLB, and Olympic athletes. In all, Leigh has negotiated over 
a billion dollars in NFL contracts, and over two billion dollars in athlete contract and 
endorsement deals. In addition to Leigh's extraordinary success as a contract advisor, 
he has played an instrumental role in helping his clients develop meaningful post-ath-
letic careers, in which they give back to the community and enhance the lives of oth-
ers. Driven by the philosophy that professional athletes possess the cultural influence 
to reach the masses and have a significant social impact, Leigh has helped his clients 
to become valuable members of their communities and to be models for imitative 
behavior. Specifically, Leigh has helped his clients develop over a hundred charitable 
foundations, which have raised over $700 million for innumerable causes, including 
building wings in children's hospitals, assisting underprivileged or abused children, 
and protecting endangered species. Leigh challenges his players to find a cause, 
which they feel passionate about and fight for it. For example, Rolf Benirschke's 
"Kicks for Critters" helped fund protection of endangered species and Warrick 
Dunn's "Homes for the Holidays" gives single parents the opportunity to own a home 
for the first time in their lives. Leigh also contributes his time and efforts to a variety 
of humanitarian causes. He has actively been involved with the Human Relations 
Commission, Children Now, Children's Miracle Network, CORO Fellows Program 
and the Starlight Foundation. He founded and underwrites the Steinberg Leadership 
Institute, a nationwide program run by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith 
preparing young professionals to fight racism and inequality throughout the world. He 
created the Steinberg Leadership Program with the Human Relations Commission of 
Orange County to give leadership and tolerance training to high school and middle 
school leaders in a series of one-week camps. He has donated time and resources to 
organizations such as Special Olympics, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, and Junior 
Achievement. Leigh's community activism has drawn praise from the all over the 
political world. He has received commendations from Congress, State Senate, State 
Legislature, the Los Angeles City Council, the Orange County Board of Supervisors, 
President Reagan, President Bush and President Clinton. Leigh has been named 
Man of the Year over a dozen times by a diverse group of organizations that include 
the March of Dimes, Cedars Sinai, the Southern California Boy Scouts, the Orange 
County and Los Angeles Human Relations Commissions, the Orange County and Los 
Angeles divisions of the Anti-Defamation League, and several other professional and 



Brewer Sports International (BSI) is a 
multi-faceted global sports management firm 
within The Brewer Group Companies with a 
focus on sports lending, event management 

and consulting for professional athletes, sports 
agencies, public and private corporations 

and various partners including international 
organizations, governments and NGOs. BSI 

was founded by Jack Brewer, a five-year NFL 
veteran whose firm spearheaded the #C4CT 

campaign with Amarantus.

Amarantus BioScience (Amarantus) is a 
biotechnology company discovering and 

developing treatments and diagnostics for
 diseases associated with the

 neurodegeneration and apoptosis centered 
around its patented therapeutic protein 

MANF. 
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@BrewerSports

www.facebook.com/BrewerSportsinternational
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